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April 22, 2021 marked the 51st anniversary of Earth 
Day focusing on sustainability, conservation, and 
the preservation of our natural environment. Across 
Green Bay, organizations and community members 
held shoreline litter cleanups, recycling drives, and 
environmental education events. Students at Aldo 
Leopold in Green Bay invited Brown County leaders 
to join them for the annual planting of trees along 
the Fox River Trail Trailhead and discuss the ways 
Brown County is committing to “going green” all 
year round.  
 

Through demo farms, restoration projects, and 
building improvements, there has been plenty of 
activity by Brown County Departments. In March of 
2021, the Brown County Board of Supervisors 
passed a resolution to establish the Brown County 
Energy Commission. The purpose of this           
Commission is to develop a long-term comprehen-

sive plan towards achieving 100% clean energy. The Brown County Resource Re-
covery Department works to reduce and recover waste as part of its basic function.  
 

In the midst of the pandemic, more people 
were spending time outdoors and focusing 
more on becoming good environmental stew-
ards. The Brown County Resource Recovery 
Department saw a 7.3% increase in recycla-
bles in 2020 as compared to 2019  according 
to Resource Recovery’s Mark Walter, “I cer-
tainly think that this last year has gotten people 
to think about the environment around them 
more, they’re at home, they’ve got more time 
to spend thinking about different things in their 
neighborhood. I think there’s a real push and 
effort to look at the world as a whole     be-
cause of the pandemic and see that we have 
to start working together more and more to 
deal with the issues that are out there.” 
 

“We really need people to think about what 
they’re using, what they’re acquiring and think 
about what happens to it after they’re done 
with it, what happens to the packaging that’s sur-
rounding it, what’s happening to the food they’re 
eating and what are they doing with the excess food, are you making sure you’re 
buying just enough to feed your family and make the meals you need, can you do-
nate it somewhere else if you have excess, all those things come into play,” says 
Walter.  
 

Earth Day 2021: Tree Planting  
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Article summarized from WBAY. 
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As the practice of vaping continues to increase, so do the concerns about the proper disposal of the 
devices used in vaping. In addition to potential health concerns for the user, vaping devices and     
e-cigarettes pose a danger to the waste industry. Despite their size, these devices have small, yet 
powerful batteries, that if damaged, could overheat or spark creating a potential ignition source for 
fires.   

 

How do the devices get damaged? 
Sometimes they are inadvertently      
broken and then discarded. Other times, 
they are thrown in a trash bin at home 
which creates opportunities for it to be-
come damaged when additional trash is 
added to the bin, when the trash is 
picked up curbside, or disposed of at a 
Brown County waste facility.  
 

Additionally, vaping devices and             
e-cigarettes contain nicotine oils and res-
idues. This nicotine residue adds to the 
importance of managing these types of 
waste properly as nicotine is considered 
a hazardous waste. The presence of the 
nicotine along with the fire-starting 

 potential of the battery, makes it critical these devices 
are managed properly when they are discarded.  

 

In response to this growing concern, a drop off site has been created for these devices at the Brown 
County Hazardous Material Recovery (HMR) facility at 2561 S. Broadway in Ashwaubenon. The 
HMR is open for residential drop off on Thursdays from noon to 6:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. A small fee is charged for the proper disposal of these items. 
 

An alternative option for those who use vaping and e-cigarette devices is to check with their local 
vaping retailer to see if the store offers a take-back program for proper device disposal. If your retail-
er doesn’t have a take back program, Brown County residents are encouraged to use the HMR   
facility as a safe and easy location to properly dispose of these devices along with batteries of any 
type or size. In addition to protecting you, your family, and others, properly disposing of these items 
is also good for the environment.   

For Your Safety: Dispose of Vaping Devices Properly 

Brown County South Landfill Update  
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Construction is well under way at the Brown County South Landfill with 2021 promising to be an   
extremely busy year. Landfill excavation was finished in November of 2020, along with gravel instal-
lation for the entrance road and installation of a security fence. Starting in March 2021, construction 
began on three new buildings, cell construction, roads, and a leachate tank. Bayland Buildings was 
awarded the architectural work for the construction of the scale house, a maintenance building, and 
an out-building for storing equipment. Relyco Inc. was awarded the bid for landfill cell construction 
including a groundwater gradient control layer, 4-foot compacted clay liner, a synthetic liner, and 
leachate collection system.    
 

In April, Relyco began working on cell construction continuing to install the 4-foot compacted clay 
liner. The construction of the buildings will begin over the next couple of months with a target com-
pletion date of August. Due to the severe winter storms that swept through Texas early in 2021, the 
synthetic liner production was pushed back and could result in an adjustment to the installation      
timeline.  
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Washed Ashore: Art to Save the Sea 
The Resource Recovery Department has partnered with Green Bay 
Botanical Garden to promote the upcoming exhibit, Washed Ashore. 
Founded by Angela Haseltine Pozzi, this exhibit features pieces that 
are made of materials that were found washed ashore from bodies of 
water. Stanley the Sturgeon will be making a premiere appearance, 
representing the pollution that affects the Great Lakes. 
 

Each sculpture has a       
description of each animal 
and how water pollution, 
specifically plastic pollution 
affects their natural environ-
ment and general wellbeing.  
 

This exhibit highlights the 
stark reality of plastic pollu-
tion and highlights the     
importance of recycling,   
proper disposal, and reduc-

ing the use of plastics. The Washed Ashore exhibit will run 
from May 8 to September 26. Learn more information about 
the Washed Ashore exhibit at Green Bay Botanical             
Garden website. 

A leachate unloading station will be fully       
constructed in De Pere once the final tree plant-
ings are completed. This station will be utilized 
to unload South Landfill leachate. Staff is      
currently working on an agreement with the 
Town of Ledgeview to discharge leachate as a 
back-up to the De Pere site. Direct delivery to 
NEW Water wastewater treatment plant is a 
secondary back-up option. 
 

In addition to the construction work, the Solid 
Waste Board has approved equipment acquisi-
tions for the landfill including a used Tana   
compacter, a street sweeper, a new hook truck,   
water truck, skid steer and two new D6 bulldoz-
ers. Staff is evaluating acquiring a front-end 
loader and additional pieces that will be pur-
chased as the year goes on. There are still five to 
six pieces of equipment that need to be acquired.  
 

With the landfill construction and equipment purchases well underway, the Department is also looking 
at a number of new staff positions to assist with landfill operations. Resource Recovery Environmental 
Technician Benjamin Hintz has been hired as Landfill Manager and will be involved with all day-to-day 
operations of the landfill. Over the next few months, additional staff will be hired to fill an Account 
Clerk, Accountant II, mechanic, Resource Recovery Technician and Scale Operator positions as well 
Heavy Equipment operators. Resource Recovery staff will be creating an eligibility list for Heavy 
Equipment operators with varying skillsets to ensure landfill operations will begin on time. Available 
job positions will be begin being posted this summer with positions being filled starting in Fall of 2021. 
The target operational date of the landfill is January 3, 2022. 
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Brown County  
Port & Resource Recovery Department 
 

Recycling & Hazardous Material Recovery Facilities 
2561 S. Broadway | Green Bay, WI 54304 
 
Waste Transfer Station 
3734 W. Mason | Green Bay, WI 54155 
 
Phone: 920-492-4950 
Fax: 920-492-4957 
E-mail: bc_resource_recovery@browncountywi.gov 

www.browncountyrecycling.org 

 
Department Contacts 
 
Dean Haen, Director 
Chad Doverspike, Assistant Director 
Mark Walter, Business Development Manager 
Ben Hintz, Landfill Manager 
Chris Blan, Resource Recovery Technician 
Jon Logan, Resource Recovery Technician 
Sheri McAllister, Account Clerk 
Claire Westlund, Clerk/Typist 
 

Follow Us 
For facts, general information and ideas on how to reduce waste, follow us on Facebook, Twitter 
and Pinterest!  We post information you want to know several times a week.  
 

If you are interested in reading more about a resource recovery topic online or in our newsletter 
let us know! We would love to hear from you.  
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Hazardous Material Recovery: Additional Hours   
The Hazardous Material Recovery ensures that 
hazardous waste and materials are properly dis-
posed of. From lithium batteries to old gasoline, 
the Hazardous Material Recovery takes in over 
850,000 pounds a year of hazardous materials. 
Beyond safely disposing of these materials, the 
facility tries to recycle or make safe materials 
available to the public. The Product Exchange 
Room allows members of the public to pick up 
excess paint, cleaning supplies, and various 
household chemicals that have been sorted by 
the Hazardous Material Associates. The Prod-
uct Exchange room is open during regular Haz-
ardous Material Recovery hours, excluding 
Thursday’s when it opens an hour later to accommodate peak times.  
 

Starting in May and continuing through October, the Hazardous Material Recovery will be providing an 
additional day for residential hours, Tuesdays 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. They will also have their original 
hours on Thursdays 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm and Saturdays 8:00 am - 2:00 pm. For large amounts of resi-
dential material, please call our office to make an appointment at 920-492-4950. Businesses, non-
profits, and farms must make an appointment on our website.  
 

For questions on what to bring to the Hazardous Material Recovery and prices, visit our website 
https://www.browncountyrecycling.org/hmr-acceptable-material.  

https://twitter.com/recyclebrownco
http://pinterest.com/bcrecycling/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brown-County-Recycling/524624294241598
https://www.browncountyrecycling.org/hmr-acceptable-material

